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HEALTH  OFFICE, 

DARWEN, 

April,  1929. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

CiENTLEMEN, 

It  affords  me  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  SIXTH  ANNUAL 
REPORI',  which  is  a’so  the  FIFTY-FIRST  REPORT  since  the  incorporation 
of  the  Borough. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  the  Members  of  my  Staff  for 
their  willing  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  ROBERTSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

1928-1929. 


* COUNCILLOR  E.  LEACH,  J P.,  Mayor. 

Chairman  : 

* ALDERMAN  VV.  WORTH,  J.P. 


Vice-Chairman : 

* COUNCILLOR  R.  COCKER. 


.Ardkrman  *J.  Cockek,  J P. 

,,  T.  W.  A.  Forrest,  M.B  E., 
J.P.,  C.C. 

,,  H.  C.  J EPSON. 

,,  G.  Pickup,  j.P-,  C.C. 

,,  John  U.  Thornley,  J.P. 

Councillor  \Vm.  Ainsworth,  J.P. 

,,  *1)r.  G.  \V.  Bury. 

,,  R S.  Catlow. 

,,  J.  T.  Clark. 

,,  *I)r.  T.  j.  Costello. 

,,  W.  R.  Davies 

* Member  of 


Councillor  *F.  C.  Duckworth. 

„ *A.  Duckworth. 

,,  R.  Eccles. 

,,  *J.  V.  Hargreaves. 

,,  T.  E.  Holgate,  J.P 

„ H.  D.  Holland. 

,,  *W.  J EPSON. 

„ *W.  Knowles,  J.P. 

„ E.  Leach,  J.P. 

„ R.  MARSDEN.J./f 

„ A.  J.  Watson 

Health  Sub-Committee. 


Town  Clerk 


Charles  Coutts  Byers. 


Staff  cf  the  Health  Department. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  

School  Medical  Officer  

Medical  Officer  of  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  ) 

Meat  Inspector f 

Sanitary  Inspectors 


James  Robertson,  m.b., 

C.M.  D.P.H. 


ALSH,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R  S.I. 

i (North  Division) — F.  Littlecott,  a.r.s.i. 

^ (South  Division)— E.  P.  McGlynn,  c.r.s  i 

Veterinary  Officer  j.  w,  Marsland,  m.r.c  v s! 

Matron,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital Miss  D Sandy* 

Health  Visitors I -Mrs.  H.  H.  Shawcross,  certified  midwife. 

. Miss  E.  Worth,  certified  midwife,  cert,  h.v 
W . Haworth,  H.  Hutchinson,  T.  W.  Marsden. 


Clerks...- 
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REPORT. 


ARLA  (Acres),  5,919. 

POPULATION  : Census  (1921),  38,720.  Estimated  (1928),  38,150. 


Population  in  Wards 


Census, 

1921 

(Estimated 

Wards. 

(Estimated). 

1928. 

CENTRAL  

6,314  

6,219 

WEST  CENTRAI 

3,474  

3,422 

NORTH-EAST  

9,013 

3,882 

NORTH-WEST  6,948  6,845 

SOUTH-EAST  6,850  6,749 


SOUTH-WEST  

6,121 

6,033 

TOTAL  

38,720 

38,150 

Number  of  inhai)ited  houses  (1921),  10,082;  (1928),  10,422. 
Number  oi  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921  ),  10,145. 
Rateable  Value,  i,'2 19,884. 


Sum  representerl  b}’  a jicnii)-  rate,  i,812. 


Tlie  inliabitants  are  cliicfl 

)’  of  the 

artisan  and 

la  boa ’ ing  cl 

asses.  The 

chief  occupations  include  (fotton 

Wea\  ing 

, Paper  Ma^ 

k'ng. 

Ei  e Cl 

a)-  ami  Iron 

Workers. 

!!XTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS  FOR 

THE 

YEAR 

1928. 

Birtii 

Total. 

Males. 

F 

emales. 

Rate. 

BIRTHS — Legitimate  

442 

236 

. . . 

206 

...  1 

Illegitimate  

18 

6 

12 

1 

•••  12.05 

460 

242 

218 

...) 

Death 

Total. 

.Males. 

1- 

emales. 

Rate. 

DEATHS  

492 

241 

• • t 

251 

12.89 

Number  of  women  dj  jng  in,  cr  in  consequence  of  Child-birth  From 
sepsis,  3 ; from  other  causes,  3. 

Deaths  or  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  Total, 
31  (Rate  67)  ; Legitimate,  30  (Rate  68)  ; Illegitimate,  1 (Rate  55), 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  1. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages).  Nil. 

Deatlis  from  Diarrlura  (under  2 years  of  age),  1. 

Specify  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  which  has 
received  cr  required  comment  — None. 

RAI  LS  PLR  1,000  OF  POPULATION. 

Uealli  Kate  Ral  e of 

from  Deatlis 

Tuberculosis  under 

of  He  spiratory  1 Year  to 


Birtli-rntc. 

Doath-rHto. 

System. 

1000  Kil  lbs 

Mean  of  5 years, 

1923-1927 

14.32  

. 13.74  ... 

...  0.48  .. 

SI 

1927  

11.95 

. 15.01  ... 

...  0.33  .. 

....  69 

1 Q?'S 

1 2. 05  

. 12.89  ... 

...  0.49  .. 

....  67 

Increase  or  Decrease 

in  1928  on 

Mean  of  5 years. 

1923-1927 

-2.27  

. -0.85  .... 

..  +0.03  .. 

....  -14 

Previous  year 

+ 0.10  ..... 

. -2.12  .... 

..  +0.16  .. 

....  -2 

BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  DF  MORTALITY 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1928 

Provisional  figures.  The  rates  have  been  calculated  on  a population 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  1928.  The  mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole 
population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards 
London  and  the  groups  of  towns. 


Birth- 

Anncial  Death -KATE  per  1,0(0 

Population. 

Rate  per 
l,00i.i  Births. 

Rate 
per  1000 
Total 
Popula- 
tion. 

All  Causes. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Coug-h. 

Diphtheria. 

cd 

N 

a 

<s> 

s 

qa 

c 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea 
<fe  Enteritis 
(under  Two 
Yenrsl 

T’tal  Deaths 
under  One 
Year.  ! 

England  and  Wales 

1G.7 

11.7 

0 01 

0.00 

0.11 

p 

o 

1— * 

0.07 

0.06 

0.19 

0.53 

7.0 

65 

107  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns,  including 

London  

16.9 

11.6 

0.01 

O.CO 

0.15 

0.02 

0.09 

0.09 

0.17 

0.48 

9.6 

70 

LSG  Smaller  Towns  (1921 
Adjusted  Populations 

20,000—50,000)  

16.6 

10.6 

O.iil 

0.00 

0.08 

0.01 

0.06 

0.08 

0.21 

0.41 

4.8 

60 

London  

15.9 

11.6 

0 01 

0.00 

0.30 

0.02 

0.09 

0.09 

0.13 

0.55 

10.2 

67 

Parwen  

12.0 

12.8 

0.00 

0.00 

0 02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.28 

0.73 

2.1 

67 
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Marriages. 

The  number  of  Marriages  solemnized  in  Darvven  during  the  year  ending 


December  31st,  1928,  was  as  follows  : — 

Church  of  England  122 

Nonconformist  Places  of  Worship  147 

Total  269 


This  means  that  538  people  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock,  and 
is  at  the  rate  of  14.10  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  14.23  per 
1,000  in  the  previous  year. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Marriages. 

Number 

Rate. 

Number 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1919 

495 

12.61 

520 

13.80 

994 

25.3 

1920 

845 

21.56 

510 

13.01 

1068 

27.2 

1921 

753 

1 9.44 

448 

11.57 

736 

19.0 

1922 

674 

17.37 

561 

14.45 

726 

18.7 

1923 

602 

15.44 

528 

13.54 

648 

16.6 

1924 

636 

16.28 

582 

14.90 

602 

15.4 

1925 

546 

14.05 

549 

14.13 

548 

14.1 

1926 

540 

1 3.89 

433 

11.14 

506 

13.0 

1927 

462 

11.95 

580 

15.01 

550 

14.2 

1928 

460 

12.05 

492 

12.89 

538 

14.1 

Average  10  Years... 

601 

15.46 

520 

13  44 

691 

17.7 

Births. 

The  number  of  Children  born  during  the  year  was  : Males  242,  Females 
218,  making  a total  of  460  ; being  2 less  than  in  the  previous  twelve  months, 
and  at  the  rate  of  0.10  per  1,000  higher  than  in  1927. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  12.05  per  1 ,000.  The  highest  monthU’ 
Birth  Rate  was  15.09  in  July  and  in  September  it  was  the  lowest,  the  figure 
being  9.12  per  1,000. 
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TABLE  chewing  the  Estimated  Pcpulations,  Number  of  Births,  and  the  Birth 
Rates  fo7  the  Da:wen  Sanitary  District  for  the  last  Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Kstiinated  Population 
;it  tlie 

.Middle  of  Each 

V ear. 

Total  Births. 

Birth-Bate 

mil) 

39,252 

495 

12.61 

1!)20 

39,182 

845 

21  56 

1H2I 

38,720 

753 

19  44 

1 ').'2 

38,8U0 

674 

17.37 

38,980 

602 

15.44 

1924 

39,U60 

636 

16.28 

1925 

38,850 

546 

14  05 

1920 

38,S()U 

540 

13.89 

1927 

3S,f)  0 

462 

1 1.95 

19-'S 

38,150 

46(1 

12. ('5 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  the  last  10  years,  15.46. 


BIRTH  RATES  IN  THE  VARIOUS  WARDS. 


Year. 

c. 

1 w.c. 

N.E. 

N.VV. 

S.E. 

S.W. 

1919 

12.30 

’ 12.3G 

14.74 

9.39 

14.17 

12.07 

1920 

22.43 

18.71 

24.90 

17.61 

22.76 

21.93 

1921 

22.33 

18.13 

21.74 

14.82 

20.14 

18  29 

1922 

18.01 

17.81 

19.48 

15.51 

15.44 

17.60 

1923 

17.14 

16.29 

16.32 

12.15 

15.97 

15.09 

1924 

) G.  1 7 

18.83 

16.16 

13.84 

19.24 

14.57 

i92o 

14.84 

12.33 

17.91 

10.90 

14.40 

1 1.71 

192G 

12  62 

16.63 

15.14 

15.50 

13.96 

10.41 

1927 

9.G8 

15.58 

14.34 

9,08 

1 1.41 

12  78 

1928 

.Average?  for 
lO  Years. 

13.02 

13.73 

13.84 

9.64 

11.55 

10.77 

iG.or.  ! 

16.04  ' 

1 

17.45 

12.83 

15.90 

14.47 

Borough. 


li^Gl 

21.56 

19.44 
17.37 

15.44 
1G.2H 

14.05 
13.89 
11.95 

12.05 


15.4G 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 


Eighteen  Children  were  born  out  of 
gives  a rate  of  3.91  per  cent,  of  total  births, 
number  is  23. 


wedlock  during  the  year.  This 
Since  1919  the  average  annual 


The  rate  per  cent,  of  Births  average  3.91,  and  1922  is  the  1 o-l 
with  5.48.  highest 


1 he  fnfanli  e Mortality  Rate  of  Illegitimates  for  the  year  w 
and  the  average  for  the  last  10  years  was  119. 
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TABLE  showing  number  of  Illegitimate  Births,  Etc., 
during  the  past  Ten  years. 


Year. 

Number 
of  Births. 

Rate  % of 
Total  Births. 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  1 Year. 

Death-rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

191U 

22 

4.44 

5 

227 

1920 

35 

4.14 

6 

171 

1921 

34 

4.52 

3 

88 

1922 

37 

5.48 

6 

162 

1 923 

20 

3.32 

4 

200 

1924 

23 

3.61 

1 

43 

1925 

16 

2.74 

2 

133 

1926 

17 

3.14 

2 

117 

1927 

9 

1.94 

0 

Nil 

i928 

18 

3.91 

1 

65 

Average  

23 

3.72 

3 

119 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 


Num  ber 

Percentage  of 

Births. 

JANUARY 

2 

5.U0 

FhBRUARY  

8 

8.33 

MARCH  

1 

2.77 

APRIL  

1 

2.94 

MAY  

2 

5.12 

JUNE  

2 

5.55 

JULY 

0 

U.OO 

AUGUST 

1 

3.33 

SEPTEMBER 

1 

3.44 

OCTOBER 

0 

0.00 

NOVEMBER  

1 

2.43 

OECE.MBER  

4 

8.69 

18 

3.91 

BIRTHS  IN  WARDS,  1928. 


Rate  per 

West- 

North- 

North- 

South- 

South- 

1,000 

Central. 

Central. 

East. 

W est. 

EJast. 

West. 

Total. 

Population 

.M. 

F. 

M 

F.  M . 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

January 

6 

2 

‘2 

2 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

5 

1 

25 

15 

12.58 

Eehruary  

2 

5 

2 

»2 

4 

4 

2 

0 

6 

6 

1 

2 

17 

19 

11.32 

March 

3 

1 

2 

0 

8 

5 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

21 

15 

11.32 

Aj)ril  

1 

0 

2 

3 

4 

1 

4 

2 

5 

3 

4 

o 

20 

14 

10.69 

May  

5 

2 

2 

1 

a 

6 

o 

2 

2 

4 

3 

23 

16 

12.26 

June  

6 

3 

‘2 

4 

5 

3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

20 

16 

11.32 

•luly  

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

8 

6 

5 

6 

2 

1 

6 

23 

25 

15.09 

August  

3 

2 

U 

4 

3 

5 

4 

3 

4 

1 

3 

1 

17 

16 

10.37 

Septeml)er 

7 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

17 

12 

9.12 

October  

4 

5 

1 

3 

6 

6 

2 

2 

7 

2 

1 

3 

21 

21 

13.21 

November 

5 

5 

i 

1 

4 

f) 

0 

2 

4 

'/ 

1 

6 

15 

26 

12.89 

Uecember  

5 

4 

2 

2 

8 

7 

5 

3 

1 

3 

2 

4 

23 

23 

14.46 

49 

32 

22 

25 

63 

60 

41 

25 

40 

38 

27 

38 

242 

218 

12.05 

TOTAL  . 

81 

47 

123 

6B 

78 

65 

160  1 

Population  

6,219 

3,422 

8,882 

6,845 

6,749 

6,033 

.38,150 

Birth-rate  

13.02 

13.73 

13.84 

9.64 

11.55 

10.77  ^ 

12.05 
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Deaths. 


The  totaJ  number  of  Deaths  during  the  year  was  492  ; Males  241 
Females  251  ; being  a decrease  of  88  on  the  previous  year. 


The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  12,89,  a decrease  of  2.12  on  the  pre- 
vious year. 


The  number  of  Deaths  of  Residents  in  Institutions,  etc.,  outside 
the  district  was  130,  which  has  been  added  to  the  362  deaths  registered  within 
the  district,  making  a total  of  492. 


These  Deaths  are  reported  to  me  quarterly  by  the  Registrar  General, 
through  the  County  A4edical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  number  of  Deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  Blackburn,  was  ...  54 


Royal  Infirmary,  Blackburn  39 

other  Institutions  and  Places  37 


Two  Deaths  of  Non-Residents  occurred  in  the  town  during  the  year. 


INQUESTS. 

There  were  32  Inquests  held  during  the  year,  compared  with  40  during 
1927.  The  following  were  the  verdicts  : — 


1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

Accidental  Death  ., 

. 12 

17 

12 

15 

12 

16 

12 

8 

20 

18 

Natural  Causes  ... 

12 

14 

9 

8 

18 

11 

7 

10 

10 

3 

Suicide  

2 

9 

4 

5 

7 

1 

7 

6 

10 

11 

26 

40 

25 

28 

37 

28 

26 

24 

40 
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Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population  in  the  various  Wards  of  the  Borough 


Wards 

Population 

Central 

0219 

West- 

Central 

3422 

North- 

East 

88»2 

North- 

West 

6845 

South- 

East 

6749 

South- 

West 

6033 

Borough 

38150 

1928 

January 

23.15 

10.51 

6.76 

8.76 

8.89 

11.93 

11.32 

February  

6.78 

0.00 

14.86 

14.02 

10.66 

15.91 

11.32 

March  

21.22 

7.01 

9.44 

1 4.02 

10.66 

9.94 

12.26 

April 

5.78 

7.01 

12.15 

24.54 

17.78 

3.97 

12.58 

May  

17.36 

3 50 

12  16 

3.50 

12.44 

5.96 

9.75 

June 

3.85 

0 00 

9.44 

10.51 

8.89 

15.74 

8.80 

July  

5.78 

10  51 

6.75 

17.53 

7.11 

9.94 

9.43 

.August 

5.78 

3.50 

-5.40 

8.76 

7.11 

5.96 

6.29 

September  .. 

11.67 

17.53 

6.75 

10.51 

1.77 

7.95 

8.49 

October 

1.92 

3.50 

5.40 

12.27 

17.78 

3.97 

7.86 

November 

5 78 

10.51 

5.40 

8.76 

7.11 

7.95 

7.23 

December 

7.71 

21.04 

14.86 

7.01 

3.55 

0.00 

8.49 

T ransfers 

44.38 

38.57 

51.33 

29  80 

33  78 

43.76 

40.89 

Rate  for  year... 

13.34 

11.10 

13  39 

14  17 

12.29 

11.93 

12.89 

Death  Rates  in  the  various  Wards  for  the  past  Ten  Years. 


Year 

C. 

W C ' 

N.E^  ; 

N.W. 

j 

S.E. 

S w. 

Borough. 

1919 

14.13 

11.89  ' 

16.31 

12.14  ' 

12.58 

14.32 

13.80 

1920 

14.53 

12.73 

13.30  i 

11.40 

13.01 

12.80 

13.01 

1921 

1 3.30 

12.09 

12.75 

12.08 

8.46 

10.61 

11.57 

1922 

1 5.48 

15.22 

14.28 

15.80 

1 1.94 

14.50 

14,45 

1923 

14.15 

12.58 

12.56 

15.01 

14.93 

11.67 

13.54 

1924 

14.91 

23.97 

13.30 

17.69 

1 3.89 

12.14 

14.90 

1925 

14.81 

16.64 

13.60 

14.06 

11.35 

15.95 

14.13 

1926 

12.15 

8.60 

11.27 

12.04 

10,61 

10.90 

11.14 

1927 

16.19 

22.61 

15.23 

12.26 

12.73 

14.89 

15.01 

1928 

13.34 

11.10 

13.39 

14.17 

12.29 

11.93 

12,89 

.Average... 

14.30 

14.73 

13.59 

13.66  ' 

1 2. 1 7 

12.97 

13.44 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  DARWEN,  M.B.,  1928. 


Causes  of  Deatii  (Ci\ilians  onh’).  Males.  Females. 


All  Causes 


241  251 


1. 

2. 

3. 


Fnteric  Fexer 
Small  Pox  . . 
Measles  
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Causes  of  Death  (Civilians  only).  Males. 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  

5.  Whooping  Cough  

6.  Diphtheria  

7.  Influenza  ^ 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  1 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis  — 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  7 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  4 

12.  Cancer,  malignant  disease  31 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  — 

14.  Diabetes  3 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 13 

16.  Heart  Disease  29 

17.  Arterio-sclerosis  26 

18.  Bronchitis  11 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  24 

20.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  1 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  7 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  — 

23.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  2 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  1 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  12 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis  — 

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and 

jiarturition  

28.  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature 

birth  9 

29.  Suicide  6 

30.  Other  Deaths  from  violence  13 

31.  Other  defined  diseases  30 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  q 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

Poliomvelitis  

Polioencephalitis  


Females. 


7 

2 

12 

39 

3 
14 
39 

17 

18 
18 

2 

4 
1 


7 

3 


4 

5 
4 

49 
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Causes  of  Death  (Civilians  only).  Males.  Females. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — 

Total  21  10 

Illegitimate  — 1 


Total  Births  242  218 

Legitimate  236  206 

Illegitimate  6 12 


Population  38,150. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  12.89  per  1,000. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 
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1 1 

1897  1898’ 1899 
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1.7 
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1.1 

2.1 

0 ‘2 
— 

1.6  2.08  2.34 

i 

2.90 

2.14 

1.03 

0.76 

2.07 

1.00 

1.14 

0.69|  0.76 

1.10 
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1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 1917  1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

19261927 

1928 

0.51 

1.51 

0.86 

0.27 

0.14 

1.12 

0.54|  0.82  0.42 

1 

0.19 

0.12 

0. 1 2 

0.64 

0.07 

0.20 

0.66 

0.15  0.12 

0.05 

Mr.  (j.  L.  Kay,  honorary  financial  secretary  to  the  District  Nursing 
Association,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  particulars  : — 

Gross  Income.  Net  Expenditure, 

s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

1927  2,257  10  6i  2,019  1 9^ 

1928  2,331  15  11  1,951  18  11 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  treatment  of  cases  has  been  established  in 
connection  with  this  Association. 

The  Blackburn  and  East  Lancashire  Royal  Infirmary  is  an  Institution 
standing  at  the  Southern  end  of  the  neighbouring  Borough  of  Blackburn. 

Every  case  sent  from  Darwen  is  admitted. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  Nathan  A.  .Smith,  supplied  the  following  informa- 
tion of  patients  from  Darwen  treated  in  this  Institution. 

1919  1920  1921  1922  1923  1924  1925  1926  1927  1928 


In-Patients  345  356  360  394  400  403  427  483  418  492 

Out-Patients  722  700  756  766  822  824  832  1166  1083  729 


Based  upon  the  ordinary  expenditure  for  the  year,  the  Cost  of  Treat 
men*:  of  these  Patients  for  the  }'ear  1928  was  ii3,348  15s.  lid. 

There  have  been  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  worthy  of  special 
note  during  the  period  under  re\iew.  No  conditions  of  employment  or 
environment  appear  to  have  had  a prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Smallpox-  The  Corporation  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  Blackburn  Corporation  whereb}’  three  beds  are  reserved  for  the  use  of 
Darwen  patients  m Finnington  Hospital,  Blackliurn. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases-  At  Bull  Hill  Hospital,  36  beds.  dhe 
cases  usually  admitted  are  Scarlet  F'e\er,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  "1  yphoid  and 
Pneumonia. 

Bull  Hill  Hospital  is  owned  by  the  Corporation. 

During  the  year  12  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  28  Pneumonia,  6 Broncho- 
Pneumonia,  I Diphtheria,  6 Erysipelas,  1 Typhoid  Eever,  1 Suspect  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  1 Encephalitis  Epidemica  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital. 

The  accommodation  has  proved  itself  sufficient. 

Tubercular  cases  from  Darwen  are  admitted  to  I’arious  Sanatoria 
through  the  Lancashire  County  Tuberculosis  Committee. 

There  is  no  hospital  accommodation  (locaJ}’)  for  the  treatment  of 
maternity  cases,  or  for  children’s  ailments.  The  Queen’s  Park  Hospital, 
Blackburn,  is  the  Union  Infirmary  for  Darwen,  etc.,  and  admits  maternity  and 
other  cases  from  Darwen  as  required.  They  have  at  this  hospital  a maternitv 
section  and  an  open-air  section  for  cripple  children,  and  carry  out  orthopaedic 
work.  The  only  other  public  institution  in  the  immediate  vicinity  is  the 
Ro3^al  Infirmary,  which  stands  at  the  Southern  end  of  the  neighbouring  County 
Borough  of  Blackburn. 

A scheme  is  being  prepared  for  the  in-patient  treatment  of 

(a)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever. 

(b)  Maternit}^  patients. 

(c)  Operative  midwifery  cases. 

There  is  no  Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants,  and  homeless  children,  in  the  town,  other  than  sending  them  into 
Queen’s  Park  Hospital,  Blackburn. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


For  the  removal  of  Infectious  cases  we  have  a motor  ambulance,  the 
motor  driver  also  carrying  out  all  disinfecting.  For  non-infectious  and 
accident  cases  a motor  ambulance  is  available  at  Mr.  H.  Harwood’s, 
“ Station  Garage,”  in  agreement  with  the  Town  Council  and  during  1928  was 
called  out  on  257  occasions. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Two  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  have  been  established.  One 
at  No.  43,  Bolton  Road,  is  open  daily  from  9 to  10  a.m.  and  4-30  to  5-30  p.m. 
S}>ecial  afternoon  sessions  are  held  every  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  from  2-30 
to  5 p.m.  The  other  Centre  is  at  Greenfield  Institute  and  an  afternoon 
session  is  held  on  Thursdays  from  2-30  to  5 p.m. 

We  have  no  Day  Nursery. 

There  is  one  .School  Clinic  (at  Holker  House),  established  and  main- 
tained by  the  local  Education  Authority. 

Orthopaedic  work  is  attended  to  at  the  School  Clinic  or  Maternity 
Centre  and  dealt  with  as  required. 

We  have  no  Artificial  Light  Clinic. 

At  20,  Railway  Road,  Darwen,  there  is  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  where  patients 
attend  for  examination  cnce  each  week.  X-Ray  Examinations  of  patients 
are  carried  out  at  this  dispensary,  where  there  are  special  rooms  fitted  up  for 
these  purposes. 

Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  at  Blackburn  Ro3al  Infirmar\\ 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

For  particulars  of  Staff  see  page  4. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Arrangements  in  the  district  for — (a)  General  Nursing.  There  is  a 
District  Nursing  Association  in  the  town  employing  about  five  nurses.  Dis- 
tricts are  allotted  to  these  nurses.  They  attend  the  sick  and  carry  out  the 
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physicians  instructions.  (b)  For  Infectious  Pi^eases  the  Council  make  a 
g'rant  to  the  said  District  Nursing  Association  of  XIO  10s.  Od.  and  pay  1/  - 
nursing  visit  for  attendance  upon  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Puerperal  Pyiexia, 
Pneumonia  (in  children  up  to  5 \ears  cld),  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  and  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  The  Corporation  pay  half-cost  Ox 
the  District  Nurses  travelling  expenses  on  bus  and  tramcar. 

The  Council  make  the  following  grants  annually  to  \ ohintar>’  hos]Jitals  . 

10  10s.  Od.  Royal  Infirmary,  Alanchester  ; £5  5s.  Od.  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
Manchester  ; £5  5s.  Od.  Royal  Infirmary,  Blackburn. 


MIDWIVES. 

None  employed  by  the  Local  Authority. 

On  the  County  Council  Register  there  are  18  Midwiv  es,  all  c.f  whom  are 
practising  in  the  Borough. 


The  number  of  Afidwives  practising  is  sufficient  for  the  district. 


MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

On  the  2nc!  day  of  August,  1928,  the  powers  under  the  Nursing  Homes 
(Registration)  Act,  1927,  were  handed  o\-er  to  the  Darwen  Corporation  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council. 

Two  homes  were  registered  by  the  County  Council  and  all  papers 
sent  to  us  regarding  them. 

These  homes  are  kept  under  inspection  by  us  and  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 

No  further  applications  have  been  made. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Investigations  of  all  maternal  deaths  are  being  made  by  me,  and 
the  records  are  kept. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  are  investigated  by  me  and  records  kept 
Refer  to  page  40. 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 


1 or'a!  Apr*?  

Darwen  Corporation  Act  . 
Darwen  Corporation  .^ct  . 
Darwen  Corjioration  Act  . 

Operative  from 

1887. 

1899. 

1926. 

Darwen  Order 

1912. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  — 

Public  Health  Acts 

(Amendment)  Act,  1890 

(Certain  Sections)  

The  Infectious  Diseases 
(Prevention)  Act,  189C 

(Certain  Sections)  

Public  Health  Acts 

(Amendment)  Act,  1907 

(Certain  Sections)  

Public  Health  Act,  1925  .. 

27th  October,  1890. 

27th  October,  1900 

15th  January,  1912. 

1st  April,  1926. 

Bye-laws  relating  to 

Public  Health 

Nuisances — Snow,  filth, 
dust,  ashes,  rubbish, 

keeping  of  animals  

Slaughterhouses  

3rd  March,  1881 . 

3rd  March,  1881 . 

3rd  March,  1881 . 

5th  June,  1891 . 

9th  April,  1896. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 
Prevention  of  waste,  mis- 
use or  contamination  of 
water  

Public  Slaughterhouses  ... 

All  the  powers  granted  under  the  \ arious  Acts  and  Orders  are  put  into 
operation  when  necessary.  We  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  public  to 
comply  with  our  requests.  This  year,  however,  legal  [noceedings  were  insti- 
tuted in  three  instances,  the  work  having  been  done,  the  summonses  were 
withdrawn,  defendants  paving  the  costs. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

V</ATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  is  collected  mostly  from  Moorland,  and  is  a soft  water, 
having  only  about  four  degrees  of  hardness. 

The  service  is  a constant  one. 

The  apjiroximate  number  of  dwellinghouses  supplied  direct  is  10,421. 
There  is  no  siqiply  by  stand  pipe. 
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There  is  no  ])Ossibility  of  contaminati^ii  m the  vicinity  of  dwelling 

houses 

Water  from  Sunnyhurst  Reservoir  is  slightly  acid  and  is  treated  with 
Sodium  Carbonate  before  sand  filtration  and  limestone  is  also  placed  in  the 
bed  of  the  brook. 

Water  from  house  taps  has  been  analysed,  the  lead  content  being 
grain  per  gallon. 

There  is  no  insufficiency. 

No  extensions  were  required  during  the  year. 

The  amount  used  during  the  year  was  393,308,206  gallons  ; 51,062,000 
being  for  trade  purposes,  the  remainder  for  domestic  use  at  the  rate  of  23.9 
gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  total  Rainfall  for  the  year  on  the  Watershed  was  65.48  inches,  and 
in  Bold  Venture  Park  65.74  inches.  We  had  rain  on  241  days. 

The  heaviest  Rainfall  was  in  January  with  13.46  inches,  ami  the  lowest 
in  May,  with  1.22  inches. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  river  is  regularly  sampled  for  pollution.  Inspections  are  also 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  A report  was  submitted  by  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Bacteriological  method  is  the  one  in  use  for  the  treatment  of 
sewage,  and  appears  to  be  efficient. 

There  are  a few  scattered  houses  situated  in  outlying  parts  of  the 
town  to  which  our  drainage  system  has  not  yet  been  extended  The 
houses  are  still  on  the  pail  system  and  necessitate  the  collection  and  removal 
of  the  excreta  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Water  and  Smoke  tests  are  applied  to  drains. 

Sewers  are  frequently  flushed. 
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CLOSETS  AND  ASHPITS. 


The  following  constitutes  the  accommodation  in  this  respect  at  the 
end  of  the  year  in  question — 

Pails  

Water  Closets  

Waste  Water  Closets 
Cesspools  


Total  11175 


198 

8649 

2326 


Conversions  and  Installations  during  1928  : — 

New  Water  Closets  fixed  107 

Premises  with  one  New  Closet  fixed  89 

Premises  with  more  than  one  New  Closet  fixed  9 

Pails  converted  to  Water  Closets  1 

Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets  26 

Baths  installed  during  the  year  141 

Urinals  installed  during  the  year  3 


Comparative  Conversions  : — 

During  year 
1928. 

No.  of  Privy  Closets — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s  

To  Waste  W.C.’s  

To  Pail's,  etc 

No.  of  Pail  Closets — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s  1 

To  Waste  W.C.’s  

No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s  to  Fresh  W.C.’s 26 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Movable  Ashbins 
have  been  substituted  for  fixed 
receptacles  


During 
Five  years 
1923-'l927. 


1510 


1 10 

3 


There  are  12  Dry  Ashpits  and  10,916  portable  refuse  receptacles,  the 
majority  of  which  are  ashes  tubs  and  placed  under  covered  sheds  in  the  \ ards. 


The  Corporation  under  the  provisions  of  a Local  Act  contribute  half 
cost  of  conversions  of  pails  to  fresh  water  closet.  In  new  property  only  fresh 
water  closets  are  allowed  to  be  fixed. 
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The  Pail  Closets  sth]  left  are  outside  the  sewered  areas  of  the  Boiough 
and  cannot  be  dealt  with  at  present. 

We  have  no  privy  middens. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Scavenging  and  collection  of  House  Refuse  is  efficiently  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

We  have  only  one  motor  vehicle  the  rest  being  horse  drawn. 

House  refuse  is  burnt  in  a Meldrum’s  Destructor  which  is  situated 
near  the  Electricity  Works. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

No.  of  premises  visited  : — 3,235. 

Defects  or  Nuisances  : — No.  discovered,  1,555  ; No.  abated,  1,064. 

No.  of  Notices  served  : — Informal,  1,520  ; Statutory,  390. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  cases  but  the  work  was  done 
and  the  summonses  were  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

For  details  refer  to  page  50._ 

SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

Advice  has  frequent!}’  lieen  gi\en  to  furnacemen  in  regard  to  the 
methods  of  stoking. 

The  Inspectors  took  54  obserxations,  each  of  one  hour’s  duration 
during  the  year. 

In  seven  cases  emissions  occurred  which  were  in  excess  of  the  time 
limit.  The  occupiers  of  the  mills  were  cautioned  and  notices  were  served 
Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  instance  and  were  subsequently- 
withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

The  time  limit  allowed  per  hour  for  the  emission  of  Black  Smoke  is  as 
follows  : — One,  two  or  three  boilers,  5 minutes  per  hour.  Four  or  more 
boilers,  7 minutes  per  hour. 
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HOUSES  LET  IN  LODCINCS. 

During  1928  no  action  was  taken  respecting  the  above.  Byelaws  are 
at  present  under  consideration  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Municipal  Model  Lodging  House  is  the  onl}-  common  lodging  house 
in  the  town  and  is  frequently  inspected. 

The  average  daily  number  cf  lodgers  for  the  year  was  82.85,  including 
women,  as  compared  with  82.08  for  the  [irevious  year,  an  increase  of  0.77. 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS. 

One  van  in  the  district  is  occnjiied  as  a dwellinghouse,  it  has  been 
visited  and  found  to  be  satisfactor}-.  No  action  is  required. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Three  firms  carry  on  offensixe  trades  within  the  Borough,  i.e.j  Tripe 
Boiling  and  Gut  Scraping.  The  conduct  of  the  trade  is  carried  out  satisfac- 
torily in  each  case. 


WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

The  Workshops  and  Workplaces  are  on  the  whole  in  a fairly  good 
condition. 


UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS. 

There  is  no  need  for  regulations  as  we  have  no  such  rooms  in  Darwen. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  condition  of  the  .Schools  on  the  whole  is  good,  the  water  supply, 
etc.,  being  also  good. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  school  on  account  of  outbreaks 
of  infectious  disease. 

The  Schools  are  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  four  times  pet 
annum  during  the  holiday  periods.  At  these  periods  the  floors  and  furniture 
are  washed  and  the  walls  are  swejit  ; all  lavatories  are  specially  attended  to 
and  limewashed. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION. 


During  the  winter  months  a course  of  lectures  was  given  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Mothers’  Club  which  is  formed  m connection  with  Maternity  and 
C hild  Welfare,  and  th.ere  were  good  attendances  at  each  meeting. 


RAC  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928. 

We  have  no  works  to  which  these  Acts  are  applicable  in  this  district 
and  bed  manufacturers  and  upholsterers  here  do  not  use  this  material. 


Housing. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1928. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  year — 


(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  77 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authorit}'  12 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  21 


Financial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing  housing  accommodation- — 

Have  any  advances  been  made  during  1928 — 

(a)  By  loan  ? No.  No.,  — . Amount  of  Loans,  Nil. 

(b)  By  subsidy  ? Yes.  No.,  63.  Amount  of  Subsidies,  i,'2,316  5s.  Od. 

UNFIT  DWELI  TNGHOUSES. 

Inspection — (!')  d'otal  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Llousing  Acts)  2711 

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  Sub-head  (1)  abo\e)  which 

were  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  ? ^ 53 

(3)  No.  of  dwellin-ghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injuri- 

ous to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  p 

(4)  No.  of  dwell  nghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  3) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for  human  habitation  37 
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REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WTIHOUT  SERVICE  OF  TORMAL  xXOTICES. 

No.  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  b}’  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  20 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTOR\-  ROW  ERS. 

A. -  -Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  0 

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  0 

B.  — *Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

( 1)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  28 

(2)  No.  of  dwe'Iinghouses  in  which  defects  w’ere  remedied  after 
sers  ices  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  11 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925-- 

(1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  1 

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ^ 

(3)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  dwellinghouses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

(4)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ^ 

(5)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ^ 
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0._No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners,  or  converted  to 

• • • • ^ 

workshops,  etc 

* Refers  only  to  action  taken  in  reference  to  housing  defects. 

Notices  with  regard  to  drainage  and  other  defects  should  be 
included  under  Sanitary  Inspections. 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  houses  are  mostly  built  of  stone.  1 he  newly-built  houses  are, 
however,  of  brick.  d here  are  a few  houses  in  certain  areas  of  the  town 
which  require  much  repairing  to  keep  them  in  reasonable  order,  (jenerally 
the  houses  are  of  a good  quality  both  in  building  and  accommodation. 

The  77  houses  which  were  erected  met  the  annual  general  require- 
ments. To  meet  the  case  of  the  poorer  classes,  who  are  in  many  cases  at 
present  living  two  or  more  families  in  one  house,  I estimate  that  70  houses 
of  cheaper  inclusive  rentals  are  required. 

To  meet  any  shortage  of  houses  tenders  were  invited  for  ihe  smaller 
type  but  the  costs  were  considered  by  the  Committee  to  be  excessive. 


OVERCROWDING. 

Amongst  the  poorer  classes  are  cases  of  more  than  one  family  occupy- 
ing a house.  The  cause  appears  to  be  lack  of  houses  in  some  cases  and 
in  others  insufficient  income. 


UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Ihere  is  no  unheallh}-  area  in  the  town  requiring  to  be  dealt  with  as 
such,  except  the  Bury  Street  Area,  which  is  now  being  demolished. 

An  initial  scheme  is  being  ]>repared  under  the  provisions  of  the  Town 
planning  Act,  1925. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supplied  in  Darwen  is  of  good  quality. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consohdation)  Act,  1915,  The  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  are  all  being 
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complied  with  according  to  the  various  provisions.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors 
carry  out  the  duties  and  make  inspections.  The  books  and  certificates 
required  by  the  Acts  and  Orders  are  kept  up-to-date. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Uesignations)  Order,  one  Dealer’s  License  to 
sell  “ Certified  ” Milk,  two  to  sell  “ tirade  A ” Milk  and  one  to  sell 
“ Pasteurized  ” Milk  have  been  granted. 

Ihere  has  been  no  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  of  retailers  or 
of  licenses  for  graded  milk. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  are  periodically  inspected, 
dheir  c(  ndition  is  fairly  good,  and  undergoing  considerable  improvement. 

Eleven  notices  were  served  during  the  }’ear  requiring  additional  window 
area  in  farm  buildings.  In  six  cases  the  notices  were  complied  with  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Several  owners  ha\e  \oluntaril\-  undertaken  further  works  necessary 
to  bring  the  farmsteads  and  dairies  up  to  modern  requirements,  i.e.,  at  one 
farm  a new  dair\-  was  built, the  shippen  entirely  remodelled,  repaved,  lighted 
and  \entilated,  and  the  ceiling  was  raised.  At  another  farm  a thorough 
reconstruction  of  the  shipjion  was  undertaken.  In  four  other  instances 
shippon  floors  were  laid  in  concrete,  additional  windows  fixed,  etc. 

The  work  that  has  been  carried  out  is  estimated  to  have  cost  about 

.^630. 

There  are  75  cowkeepers  on  the  Registers  and  41  Dairymen  or  Milk 
Purveyors  (other  than  cowkeepers).  Se\enly-one  Inspections  have  been 
made  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year. 

When  necessary  the  veterinary  surgeon  is  called  in  to  inspect  dairy 

cows. 


Regarding  tuberculous  milk,  one  sample  was  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  proved  on  analysis  to  be  positive.  Two  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  cattle  were  clinically  examined  by  the  Borough  Veterinary 
Inspector,  and  he  reported  that  in  his  opinion  five  animals  showed  clinical 
evidence  of  tuberculosis.  These  live  animals  were  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  compensation  being  paid  to  the  owners.  In  two  inst- 
ances farmers  were  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Health  Committee  and 
were  reprimanded  for  failure  to  give  earl}-  information  tha.t  the  animals 
were  affected. 


meat,  etc. 


Ihe  stalls,  shops,  stores  and  vehicles  are  under  the  supervision 
Inspectors  and  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations  are  being  complied 
The  premises  are  visited  regularly  and  strict  supervision  is  'ep  . 


of  the 
with. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

A public  slaughterhouse  has  been  provided  and  this  is  conducted 
satisfactorily.  There  are  no  piivate  slaughterhouses  in  the  borougi. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  127  Bakehouses  and  on  the  whole  they  are  in  a fairly  good 
condition. 

The  amount  of  food  surrendered  or  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption is  as  follows — 

(a)  Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts — Approximate  weight,  5,439  lbs., 

taken  from  43  Beasts  and  3 Pigs. 

(b)  Diseased,  unsound  or  unwholesome  meat,  other  than  above — 

Approximate  weight,  4,809  lbs.,  taken  from  331  Beasts,  271 
Sheep,  2 Calves  and  33  Pigs. 

(c)  Other  Foodstuffs — 40  Crates  of  Lettuces  (1,200  lettuces)  and 

1 12  lbs.  Potatoes. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  any  legal  proceedings. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  during  the  year. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Seven  samples  of  cows’  milk  were  purchased  by  the  Inspectors, 
submitted  for  analysis,  and  found  to  be  genuine  upon  examination. 

We  have  not  taken  any  action  during  the  year  in  respect  of  Condensed 
Milk  Regulations,  1923,  Dried  Milk  Regulations,  1923,  or  the  Milk  and  Cream. 
Regulations,  1912-1917. 


CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

One  sample  of  cow’s  milk  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, York  Place,  Manchester.  As  previoush-  staled,  seven  samples  of  cows 
milk  were  submitted  to  the  County  AnaK'st. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 


During  the  year  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fe\er  and  92  cases  of  Pneumonia 
were  the  main  infectious  diseases  arising.  It  is,  however,  to  be  noted  that 
these  cases  were  more  or  less  scattered  evenly  throughout  the  year  and  were 
of  a sporadic  nature,  no  evidence  of  any  localised  cause  being  found. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
DURING  THE  YEARS  1S24-1928. 
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( hider  the  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order  of  1910,  a supph'  of  Anti-toxin 
is  kept  at  the  Health  Ofhce  and  the  Police  Station,  and  the  amount  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  local  practitioners  during  1928  was  100,000  units.  The 
Anti-toxin  is  promptly  used. 


Four  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  were  reported  during  the  year, 
and  three  cases  died,  one  case  apjiarently  normal  and  working. 


We  had  one  “ return  ” case  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  was  removed  to 
hospital. 

During  the  year  92  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified.  Twenty-one  of 
these  died,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  228  per  1,000.  There  were  42  deaths 
registered,  by  death  certificate.  I'his  shews  21  deaths  occurring  in  other 
f..rms  of  Pneumonia  which  are  not  notifiable,  and  therefore,  so  far  as  the 
Health  Department  is  concerned,  we  cannot  say  how  many  cases  of  non- 
notifiable  Pneumonia  arose  as  complications  during  the  course  of  some  othei 
disease. 


Thirt\-two  cases  of  the  above  notifiable  Pneumonias  were  removed  to 
hospital  of  which  6 died,  gi\  ing  a mortality  rate  of  187  per  1,000,  leaving  60 
cases  treated  at  home  of  which  15  died,  this  is  equal  to  a mortality  rate  of 
250  per  1,000.  The  benefit  of  Ir  spital  treatment  and  careful  nursingi  is  here 
stronglv  emphasized. 

The  hospital  accommodaticn  available  has  [iroved  sufficient  for  our 
requirements. 
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Since  October,  1927,  we  have  been  admitting  cases  of  Pneumonia  to 
Bull  Hill  Hospital,  and  this  has  been  much  appreciated  by  the  public.  Other 
notifiable  cases  where  nursing  conditions  at  home  are  impossible  or  if  desired 
by  attending  physician  are  also  admitted  to  the  hospital. 

It  has  been  general  to  discharge  all  uncomplicated  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  from  this  hospital  on  the  28th  to  the  30th  day.  If  the  accommodation 
at  home  is  suitable,  attention  adecjuate,  and  the  people  desire  the  case  to 
remain,  we  agree  with  this,  and  maintain  general  supervision. 

VVe  have  not  adopted  any  new  methods  for  the  selection  of  individual 
cases  for  admission  to  hospital. 

Cases  of  Measles  or  VVhoo]jing  Cough  if  complicated  by  Pneumonia, 
are  now  admitted  to  Bull  Hill  Hospital. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  Corporation  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, York  Place,  Manchester,  for  the  examination  of  Pathological  and 
Bacteriological  specimens,  the  Corporation  paying  the  necessary  fees. 

The  number  of  Bacteriological  Examinations  is  as  follows — Blood  6, 
Sputum  8,  Throat  Swabs  13,  others  5.  (Two  faeces  : 1 Pleural  Effusion, 
1 Urine  and  1 specimen  of  milk  from  tubercular  cow.) 

In  addition  the  Tuberculosis  Officer’s  Department  (Dr.  MacPhee's) 
have  examined  79  specimens  of  Sputum  with  a positive  result  in  16  cases  and 
a negative  result  in  63. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Pathological  Specimens  which  have  been  sent 
for  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Victoria  University, 

Manchester. 
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Contacts  are  kept  under  observation  after  removal  of  patients  and 
disinfection  of  houses.  During  the  year  we  had  one  return  case.  Any  sus- 
picious carrier  cases  are  examined  in  the  usual  way,  bacteriologically  and 
clinically,  and  dealt  with  accordingly. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Dick  Tests, 
in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively,  or  of  the  recently  developed 
artificial  methods  of  immunization  against  these  diseases  as  I do  not  think 
it  wise  at  present  to  push  these  tests. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox)  Regulations,  1917. 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  make  any  of  the  following  diseases  com- 
pulsorily notifiable — Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years). 
Chicken-pox,  or  any  other  disease. 

Number  of  Special  Reports  made  under  Art.  XIX.  (15  and  16)  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1910  ? — Nil. 

No  special  inquiries  have  been  undertaken  in  connection  with  epidemics 
from  Influenza,  locally  contracted  anthrax  or  rabies. 


Arrangements  in  this  district  are  so  completely  carried  out  for  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cancer  at  the  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary  in  thei’ 
Radiological  Department  that  no  sjiecial  efforts  are  required  to  be  taken  in 
this  direction  by  the  Local  Authority. 

No  special  enquiries  relating  to  cancer  have  been  conducted  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Departmental  Committee  on  Cancer  or  otherwise. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  during  the  year  was  139.  The  Dis- 
infecting medium  used  being  either  .Sulphur  or  Formalin. 

We  have  a modern  steam  disinfector  situated  at  Shorey  Bank,  near  the 
electricity  Works. 
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LIST  OF  ARTICLES  DISINFECTED  DURING  1928.  
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Arrangements  have  been  made  for  bathing  verminous,  etc.,  persons  ii 
occasion  arises. 

Disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  four  instances,  in  respect  of  house.- 
and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  in  respect  of  persons. 
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Total  articles  Disinfected,  973. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  (other  than  Tuberculosis),  num- 


ber of  deaths  from  these  diseases,  number  of  cases  removed  to  hosjiital, 
and  deaths  in  hospital  during  the  year  1928  ; — 


Cases  Notified. 

1 

Hospital. 

Years. 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 

The  number  of  deaths  claasifted 

1 ) EATHS  should  agree  with  the  total  suo* 
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4 

Specify  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber- 
culosis deaths  ? — 1 to  23. 

(Jases  are  fairly  efficiently  notified.  No  action  has  been  taken. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence,  or  mortality  from  tuber 
culosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district. 

Sixteen  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  sen1  to  various  sanatoria  and 
hospitals  for  surgical  cases.  Si.x  of  these  were  dist'harged  and  four  died 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  Examination  of  Sputum  on  Discharge  was  positive  in  1 case 
negative  in  4,  and  in  1 case  there  was  no  examination  result. 

The  Consumptive  Patients  from  Darwen  were  sent  to  the  following 
Institutions  : — 

3 Patients  to  Burnley,  Burnley. 

0 ,,  VVithnell. 

1 Patient  to  Aitken,  Plolcombe. 

1 ,,  Chadderton. 

1 ,,  Great  Barrow,  Chester. 

1 ,,  Bowden,  Cheshire. 

1 ,,  Peel  Hall,  Little  Hulton. 

1 ,,  Heath  Charnock,  Chorley. 

1 ,,  Shelf,  Halifax. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 


There  has  been  no  action  necessary  under  these  regulations. 


The  County  Consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  County  Tuber- 
culosis Nurse  work  in  close  harnion)'  with  the  Darwen  Health  Department. 
The  nurse  visits  the  office  frequent!}'  and  affords  us  excellent  information 
regarding  housing  conditions  which  she  meets  in  her  work.  We  on  our 
part  assist  in  every  way  with  regard  to  disinfection,  etc.  This  mutual  work- 
ing is  much  appreciated  by  all  concerned. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  SECTION  62. 

We  have  had  no  occasion  to  take  action  in  respect  of  Section  No.  62. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  each  Ward,  and  for  each  Month  of  the  Year  1928. 
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RETURN  OF  VACCINATION  FOR  DARVIEN,  1928 


MONTHS. 

Snoce.sa- 

fnl 

V acc  illa- 
tion. 

Died 

Dnvac- 

cinateil. 

Insus- 

ceptible. 

E.y- 

eiiijited. 

Post- 

poned. 

Re- 

1 moved 
out  of 
'rown 
and 

Traced. 

Re- 

moved 

and 

Cannot 

Trace 

Unac- 

counted 

for. 

Success- 

fnlly 

vaccinated 

each 

quarter. 

January  ... 

17 

1 

0 

22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

February ... 

11 

2 

0 

23 

b 

u 

0 

0 

March  

16 

3 

0 

16 

U 

0 

0 

1 

44 

April 

4 

1 

1 

28 

0 

0 

0 

0 

May  

12 

2 

0 

22 

3 

0 

0 

0 

J line 

12 

1 

0 

23 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28 

July  

16 

3 

0 

29 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Aufrust  ..  .. 

11 

1 

0 

20 

1 

0 

0 

0 

September.. 

6 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

0 

1 

33 

October..  . 

11 

0 

0 

29 

0 

2 

0 

5 

November .. 

6 

1 

0 

26 

0 

0 

0 

9 

December  .. 

2 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

24 

19 

- 

124 

15 

1 

267 

4 

2 

0 

4U 

124 

VACCINATION. 


Year 

Births 

1919 

495 

1920 

845 

1921 

763 

1922 

674 

1923 

602 

1924 

636 

1925 

546 

1926 

540 

1927 

462 

1928 

460 

Successfully 

Vaccinated 

Rate  per  cent 
Vaccinated 

134 

27,07 

1 95 

23.07 

231 

30.67 

169 

24.92 

208 

34.55 

178 

27.98 

156 

28.57 

158 

29.25 

144 

31.16 

124 

26.95 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Two  Health  Visitors  have  been  appointed  and  we  have  established  n 
Maternitj.  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Two  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  t 
Bolton  Road  Centre,  and  one  at  the  Greenfield  Centre.  Advice  is  criv 

Jhe  'hours  o"  9To"io'’''‘'°’''  "‘l 

Health  att.i  I ’ P-™-  The  Medical  Ofiicer 

Health  attends  one  session  each  week  for  ante-natal  work.  Children  up 

5 years  are  weighed  and  record  cards  are  kept  ' 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors — 

f irst  Visits  463 

Second  and  Subsequent  Visits  3262 

Visits  to  Children  over  1 year  and  under  5 years  4307 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  283 

Visits  re  Stillbirths  15 

Visits  to  Babies  suffering  from  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — First  1 

Visits  to  Babies  suffering  from  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — Second 

and  Subsequent  Visits  0 

Vhsits  to  Babies  suffering  from  Measles  and  other  infectious  diseases..  201 
Other  Specal  V’isits  141 


8673 


The  following  particulars  were  obtained  on  first  visits — 

Feeding — 

Breast  349 

Bottle  77 

Breast  and  Bottle  36 

Spoon  Fed  1 

463 


Types  of  Bottles  Used — 

Bottles  without  Tubes  (including  medicine  bottles,  etc.)  102 

Bottles  with  Glass  Tubes  9 

Bottles  with  Rubber  Tubes  2“ 

113 


Foods — 

Cow’s  Milk  (Grade  A)  ^ 

Cow’s  Milk  (undiluted)  ^ 

Ccw’s  Milk  (Certified)  ^ 

Cow’s  Milk  and  Water  ^2 

Cow’s  Milk  and  Barley  Water  ^ 

Cow’s  Milk  (Citrated)  ^ 

Cow’s  Milk  and  Lime  Water  ^ 

Nestle’s  Milk  ^ 

Dried  Milk  

Patent  Foods  

IH 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Bolton  Road 

Number  of  children  who  have  been  weighed  during  the 
year  


Babies  referred  to  Family  Doctor  for  Treatment  

Babies  recommended  for  Institution  Treatment  

Average  Attendance  of  Expectant  Mothers  per  Session 

A\’erage  Attendance  of  Mothers  per  Session  

A\erage  Attendance  of  Children  per  Session  


Greenfield. 


548  ... 

157 

3885  . . . 

1315 

235  ... 

37 

21  ... 

5 

10  ... 

0 

1 ... 

1 

48  ... 

29 

46  ... 

29 

The  following  is  a summary  of  cases  which  were  examined  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from  some  type  of  deformity  requiring  special  treatment. 


ADMITTED  TO  BLACKBURN  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 


No.  Condition. 

1 Injury  to  shoulder. 

1 Neevus. 

1 Phimosis. 

2 Nystagmus. 

1 Pyloric  Stenosis. 

1 Specific  Rash. 

2 Strabismus. 

1 Enlarged  Spleen. 


Result. 

Cured. 

Cured. 

Cured.  Operation. 
Still  under  treatment. 
Still  in  Hospital. 
Improved. 

Still  under  sujiervision. 
Died. 


ADMITTED  TO  QUEEN’S  PARK  HOSPITAL,  BLACKBURN. 


No.  Condition. 

1 Rickets. 

1 Tal^ipes. 

1 Phimosis. 


Result. 

Still  in  Hospital. 

Still  in  Hospital. 

Cured.  Operation. 


ADMITTED  TO  PENDLEBURY  CHILDREN’S  HOSPITAL. 

No.  Condition. 

1 Diabetes.  Improving. 

REFERRED  TO  .ST.  MARY’S  HOSPITAL. 

Condition.  p , 

‘ Not  detuned.  Cation  iatet. 
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REFERRED  TO  FAMILY  DOCTOR. 


No. 

Condition. 

Result. 

2 

Malnutrition. 

Improved. 

1 

Recurring  Jaundice. 

Improved. 

2 

Loss  of  Weight. 

Improved. 

1 

Earache. 

Cured. 

* 

1 

Abscess  of  Cheek. 

Cured. 

1 

Swollen  Glands. 

Cured. 

1 

Suppurating  Glands. 

Improved. 

1 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

0]ieration. 

Cured. 

1 

Balanitis. 

Cured. 

1 

Chickenpox. 

Cured. 

1 

Eczema. 

Improved. 

2 

Skin  Rashes. 

Improved. 

1 

Persistent  Vomiting. 

Improved. 

2 

Otorrhoea. 

Cured. 

3 

Bronchitis. 

Cured. 

1 

0xyuri5  Vermicularis. 

Cured. 

2 

Nervousness. 

Improved. 

PARTICULARS  OF  OTHER  INDIVIDUAL  CASES  SPECIALLY  EXAMINED 

BY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Defect.  No. 

Conjunctivitis  2 

Nystagmus  1 

Small  Nebula  1 

Otorrhoea  3 

Earache  1 

T.B.  Peritonitis  and  Meninges  1 

Nasal  Catarrh  3 

Bronchial  Catarrh  1 

Snuffles  2 

Teething  3 


Dental  Defects 

F'eeding  

Constipation 
V’omiting  — 
Diarrhoea  — 
Malnutrition 

Rickets  

Colic  
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Defect. 


No. 

Pyloric  Si)asins  ^ 

Umbilical  Plernia  

Umbilical  Discharge  ^ 

Mentally  Defective  ^ 

Genu  Varum  2 


I'.B.  Glands  2 

Lymphatic  Pustules  1 

Amemia  1 

Impetigo  2 

Rashes  3 

LIrticaria  3 

Dermatitis  1 

Icthyosis  1 

Tinea  1 

Phimosis  3 

Xerodermia  1 

Burn  on  Hand  1 

Boils  1 

Pityriasis  of  Face  1 

Normal  15 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS. 


Table  showing  the  number  of 

Births  Notified  during 

1928. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Stillborn. 

JANUARY  

29 

20 

49 

1 

FEBRUARY  

15 

35 

2 

MARCH  

14 

30 

0 

APRIL  

19 

43 

2 ‘ 

MAY  

13 

39 

0 

JUNE  

27 

46 

2 

JULY  

18 

40 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

AUGUST  

15 

30 

SEPTEMBER  .... 

22 

45 

OCTOBER  

NOVEMBER  .... 

21 

20 

35 

4 1 

DECEMBER  .. 

18 

...  ^ I 

34 

245 

...  222 

...  467 

12 

3R 


Births  Notified  by  Midwives  459 

Births  Notified  by  Medical  Men  3 

Births  Notified  by  Parents  \ 

Births  Notified  by  Midwives  and  Medical  Men  4 

Births  Notified  by  Parents  and  Medical  Men  0 

Births  Notified  by  Parents  and  Midwives  0 

Births  "Notified  by  Others  0 


Total  467 


Table  showing  Births  Notified,  Visits,  Etc. 


Births  Notified. 

Births  not 
Notified. 

Births 

Visited. 

Still- 

Prose- 

% 

Births 

Year. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

born. 

No. 

cutions. 

No. 

of  'Potal 

Revisited 

1919 

266 

273 

539 

34 

3 

0 

442 

82.0 

1 294 

1920 

448 

432 

880 

58 

6 

0 

709 

80.5 

1054 

1921 

395 

380 

775 

39 

11 

0 

431 

55.6 

1111 

1922 

335 

337 

072 

30 

10 

0 

472 

70.2 

1157 

1923 

303 

326 

629 

33 

5 

0 

596 

100.0 

2545 

1924 

331 

310 

641 

26 

3 

0 

593 

92.5 

3989 

1925 

274 

272 

546 

16 

9 

0 

489 

89.5 

2769 

1926 

273 

269 

542 

35 

4 

0 

532 

98.1 

2954 

1927 

239 

227 

466 

23 

3 

0 

466 

98.2 

2666 

1928 

245 

222 

467 

12 

0 

0 

463 

99.1 

3262 

DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  ACE. 


Year 

Premature 

Birth 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis  & 
Pneumonia 

Diarrhrcal 

Diseases 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Inanition 

Congenital 

Defects 

jOther  Causes 

Flop 

1 1 

' Rate  per  1000 

1 Births 

1 

1919 

15 

2 

11 

1 

1 

8 

8 

1 1 

57 

115 

1920 

18 

1 

12 

1 

• • • 

15 

3 

29 

79 

93 

1921 

12 

1 

11 

1 

> • • 

3 

/ 

18 

53 

70 

1922 

8 

3 

9 

• • 

2 

4 

4 

6 

20 

56 

S3 

1923 

12 

3 

6 

• • • 

1 

2 

9 

14 

47 

78 

1924 

15 

... 

8 

4 

• • ■ 

• • • 

6 

3 

7 

43 

67 

1925 

13 

2 

12 

1 

7 

2 

9 

19 

65 

1 19 

1926 

6 

2 

6 

2 

2 

• • • 

3 

6 

14 

41 

75 

1927 

8 

2 

7 

1 

• • • 

4 

4 

6 

32 

69 

1928 

5 

4 

9 

1 ■■■ 

... 

■■■| 

5 

8 

31 

67 

39 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  ACE  IN  MONTHS. 


Under 

1 

Month 

Under 

2 

M “ths 

Under 

3 

M’ths. 

Under 

4 

M’ths. 

Under 

5 

M’ths. 

Undei 

G 

M’ths. 

Under 

7 

M’ths. 

Under 

8 

M’ths. 

Under 

9 

M’ths. 

Under 

1(1 

M’ths. 

Under 

11 

M’ths. 

Under 

12 

M’ths 

Total 

Deaths  

10 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

•• 

2 

1 

4 

31 

Percentage  of  Total . 

82.2 

9.7 

6.4 

8.2  8.2 

3.2 

9.7 

9.7 

... 

6.4 

3.2 

12.9 

... 

Table  showing  Infantile  Mortality  in  the  Various  Wards. 


Year. 

C. 

vv.c. 

N.E. 

N.W. 

S.E. 

s.w.  1 

Boro.’ 

1919 

154 

42 

108 

185 

73 

131 

115 

1920 

84 

111 

114 

77 

98 

' 68 

93 

1921 

63 

47 

97 

87 

50 

53 

70 

1922 

131 

64 

79 

64 

75 

74 

83 

1923 

119 

70 

81 

59 

63 

64 

78 

1924 

97 

114 

82 

40 

62 

52 

67 

1925 

106 

162 

74 

79 

151 

208 

119 

1926 

125 

34 

80 

66 

83 

46 

75 

1927 

114 

111 

46 

48 

26 

102 

69 

Average 

1 

1 

for  9 yrs. 

110 

84 

84 

78 

78 

88 

85 

1928 

37  1 

106 

81 

45 

102 

30  1 

6? 

We  have  no  local  Maternity  Home  or  Hospital  for  the  reception 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 


0/ 


During  the  year  there  were  six  maternal  deaths.  Particulars  of  these 
are  as  follows  : — 

These  six  mothers  did  not  attend  the  Maternit,v  and  Child  W'elfare 
Centres  and  made  no  request  for  ante-natal  supervision  to  us.  Two  were 
under  the  supervision  of  both  a physician  and  a midwife  prior  to  confinement 
and  four  were  attended  to  bj-  a midwife  prior  to  confinement. 

Case  No.  1. — Confinement  normal.  Died  from  prl-,n,„=i,  , j 

48  hours  after  birth  of  child.  clampsia  and  convulsions 

Case  No  2.--Coiifinement  normal,  del  eloped  Puerperal  Mama,  was  removed 
jueeii  s ark  Hospital,  and  died  from  Acute  Primary  Lcbar  Pneumonia. 

Case  No.  3.— Confinement  normal,  ruptured  perineum,  siitureo  Tn,, 

dmd'^I’h  thrombosis.  Phlegmasia  alba  dolens  and 

three  months  after  confinement  from  acute  inflammation  of  the  leo 

O ■ 
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Case.  No.  4. — Confinement — Forceps.  This  case  was  sent  to  Queen’s  Park 

Hospital,  was  attended  to  by  a specialist,  had  a rigor,  developed  phlebitis, 
pulmonary  embolism,  and  consequent  pneumonia. 

Case  No.  5. — This  case  was  removed  to  Blackburn  Royal  Inhrmary  two 
weeks  before  confinement,  because  of  albuminuria,  slight  swelling  of 
hands,  feet,  and  disturbed  \ision.  Was  confined  in  the  hospital,  bu+ 
died  three  days  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  Hatl  been  under  her 
physician’s  care  for  se\eral  weeks  before  admission  to  the  hospital. 

Case  No.  6. — Confinement — forceps  tlelixery,  difficult  labour,  case  of  Hydro- 
cejihalus,  spina  bifida.  After  delivery  patient  was  removed  to  Queen’s 
Park  Hospital,  and  died  from  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

During  the  year  283  e.\pej;tanl  mothers  have  been  advised,  as  required, 
at  the  Centres  or  at  their  homes. 

The  Poor  Law  Authorities  deal  with  cases  of  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  chiklren,  anti  children  tem[)orarily  or  permanently  dejirived  of  a 
home  with  their  own  parents.  The  cases  are  admitted  to  Queen’s  Park 
Hosjiital. 

The  Local  Authoritx’  has  instituted  a scheme  for  the  supply  of  milk  for 
necessitous  infants  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  During  '928  free 
grants  in  necessitous  cases  were  made  as  follows  : — 

F resh  Cows  Milk  value  £1A  9s.  lOLl.,  Dried  Milk  19s.  Od.,  a total 
of  i,79  8s.  lOid. 

The  applicants  for  this  grant  fill  up  a form  ; inquiries  are  made  regard- 
ing the  social  conditions  and  income  cf  applicants  and  a graded  scale  is 
worked  to  before  any  grant  of  free  milk  is  made. 

If  any  children  under  5 years  of  age  require  orthopaedic  treatment  they 
are  sent  to  Queen’s  Park  Hospital  where  there  is  a special  open-air  block  for 
that  purpose,  or  to  Pendleburx’  Children’s  Hospital. 

We  have  a \’oluntary  Care  Committee,  consisting  of  about  40  ladies 
resident  in  the  town  who  interest  themselves  in  the  w..rk  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre.  Three  of  this  number  are  members  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee.  In  this  connection  there  is  a Mothers’ 
Club  which  meets  one  evening  every  fortnight  at  the  Maternity  Centre.  A 
course  of  lectures  and  practical  demonstrations  is  given.  There  is  also  a 
Saxings  Scheme  in  connection  with  the  Mothers’  Club. 


41 


All  children  have  record  cards  and  when  each  child  attains  the  age 
of  5 years  the  card  is  transferred  to  the  School  Medical  Department. 


Year 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Notific. 

'Potal 

Births 

De 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

aths 

Other 

Accidents  or 
Diseases  of 
Pregnancy 

Still 

Births 

1922 

1 

674 

0 

3 

30 

1923 

4 

602 

2 

1 

33 

1924 

5 

636 

4 

3 

26 

1925 

4 

546 

0 

6 

16 

1926 

4 

540 

2 

4 

35 

1927 

6 

462 

1 

1 

23 

1928 

4 

460 

3 

3 

12 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 


83 

78 

67 

119 

75 

69 

67 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES. 

1 

1 

Nnniber 

Treated. 

V ision 

Vision 

Total 

Notified 

Unimpaired. 

Impaired. 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

The  only  notable  sanitary  improvement  during  the  year  has  been  the 
gradual  demolition  of  the  Bury  Street  Unhealthy  Area. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

I. -INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Insjiectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

^^ritten  Prosecii- 

Iiispections.  Notices.  tions. 


Factories  (including  Factory  Faundries)  151  ...  25 

Workshops  (including  Workshoj)  Faundries)..  180  ...  24 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 

included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report)  33  4 

364  ...  53 
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11.— DKFECTS  FOUND. 


Iteferred  to 
H.M. 

Fouiiii.  Remedied.  Insi^ector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 


Want  of  cleanliness  18  ...  18 

Want  of  ventilation  1 ...  1 

Overcrowding  — ...  — 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  — ...  — 

Other  nuisances  35  ...  35 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient  1 ...  1 

Unsuitable  or  defectue  12  ...  12 

Not  separate  for  se.xes  — ..  — 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouses  (s.  101}  — ...  1 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  re- 
lating to  outwork  and  offences 
under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Workshops 
Fransfer  of  Powers  Orders,  1921).  — ...  — 


No.  oi 
Prose- 
cutions. 


I'otal 


67  ...  68 


HI.— HOME  WORK.  Nil. 


lY.— REOISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


1 

Number 

66 

NInn-  f Pvt  1!^=^  f'1  nripc;  

154 

WVirk'^l'iru'iQ  

255 

\\  f^rU'Mmr'Pc;  

48 

Total  Workshoiis  on  Register 

523 

V.— Ori-IlfR  MATTERS. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts 

(s.  133,  1901}  — 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  bv  H.M.  Insjiector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  .^cts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshoj)  A('ts  (s.  5,  1901)-  ■ 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  4 

Reports  (M  action  taken)  sent  to  11.. M.  Inspector  4 

(^ther  

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101 ) in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  3 
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PARTICULARS  OF  DEATHS  IN  COTTON  TRADE 
FROM  VARIOUS  DISEASES. 


Borough 
Population . 

Trade. 

No.  of 
Employees 
(approx.) 

Year. 

Deaths. 

15 

2. 

M 

to 

F 

25 

3 

M 

;o 

) 

F 

35 

4. 

M 

:o 

F 

1 

45 

6. 

M 

joj 

) j 

FI 

—1 

15  & 
up 
M|F 

T< 

ti 

M 

j- 

l1 

F 

Death 

Rate 

Boro’ 

Death 

Rate 

Boro’ 

* Rate 
up  to 
ISyrs. 

Weavers  

9000 

1923 

Kespiratory 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1| 

5 

1 

10 

8 

2.00 

13  54 

3.49 

2.  .57 

38,980 

()f,hf*rs  

3 

1 

3 

4 

10 

7' 

16 

5 

27 

22 

5.44 

1 t • 

10.05 

10. 14 

Knftpiratory 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3.48 

1 7->n 

1 

2 

3 

1.74 

0.00 

iino 

0.00 

300 

1923 

Respiratory 

1 

.. 

1 

3.33 

Others  

2 

2 

4 

13.3.i 

... 

Weavers 

9000 

1924 

Respiratory' 

1 

7 

3 

5 

O 

2 

6 

3 

3 

2: 

15 

19 

3 77 

14.90 

3.  .52 

2.75 

39,060 

Others  

3 

4 

2 

7 

2 

6 

7 

5 

11 

4 

25 

26 

5.66 

11.38  1 

6.37 

Respir.atory 

2 

1 

9 

0 

2.90 

1 

W arpftrfl  . 

1720 

1924 

Others  

1 

1 

3 

3 

8 

4.65 

1 

Cardroom 

Respiratory 

2 

2 

5.00 

...  1 

Hands 

400 

1924 

Others  

1 

1 

2.50 

'*  1 

Spinners  

300 

1924 

Respiratory 

1 

... 

1 

3.33 

... 

Others  

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

13.33 

... 

... 

... 

Weavers  

9000 

1925 

Respiratory 

5 

2 

3 

4 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

11 

14 

2.77 

14.13 

4.01 

4.75 

38,850 

Others  

3 

4 

2 

3 

8 

8 

2 

17 

20 

4 11 

10.12 

9.25 

Winders  and 

Respiratory 

1 

1 

0.58 

1 

Warpers... 

1720 

1925 

Others  

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 48 

...  1 

Cardroom 

Respiratory 

1 

1 

2. .50 

Hands 

400 

1925 

Others  

1 

1 

2.50 

Spinners  

200 

1925 

Respiratory 

1 

1 

5.00 

Others  

1 

1 

... 

1 

3 

15.00 

... 

... 

Weavers  

9000 

1926 

Respiratory 

1 

] 

1 

6 

2 

4 

6 

1.11 

11.14 

2.13 

2.00 

38,860 

Others  

3 

O 

1 

6 

11 

8 

10 

2 

-5 

19 

4.88 

9.01 

4.87 

Winders  and 

Respiratory' 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 74 

Warpers... 

1720 

1926 

Others  

1 

5 

9 

8 

Cardroom 

Respiratory 

0 00 

. 

Hands 

400 

1926 

Others  

1 

1 

2 

2 50 

Spinners  

200 

192G 

Respiratory 

1 

1 

5 00 

Others  

3 

isico 

Weavers 

9000 

1927 

Respiratory 

4 

7 

1 

14 

33 

15  01 

3 93 

2 .50 

Others  

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

8 

11 

9 

6 

3 

22 

26 

5133 

11.08 

5.00 

38  j 030 

^ inders  and 

Respiratory 

4 

4 

2 32 

Warpers... 

1720 

1927 

Others  

2 

1 

2 

. . 

1 

6 

3 48 

Cardroom 

Respiratory 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 00 

... 

... 

Hands 

400 

1927 

Others  

0 OO 

Spinners 

200 

1927 

Respiratory 

1 

1 

O 

10  00 

Others  

1 

1'. 

1 

5!oo 

. . . 

\Veavers  

9000 

1928 

Respiratory 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

16 

2.22 

12.89 

2.72 

2.25 

38,1-50 

Others  

]. 

2 

3 

4 

6 

16 

14 

8 

4 

31 

3( 

6.77 

10.17 

1 4.12 

Winders  and 

Respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

1 16 

Warpers... 

1720 

1928 

Others  

4 

1 

K 

9 QH 

Cardroom 

Respiratory 

0 00 

• • ♦ 

Hands 

400 

1928 

Others  

1 

2 

3 

7 Kf\ 

• * * 

Spinners  

200 

1928 

Respiratory 

nn 

. . . 

. . . 

Others  

1 

5 

6 

30.00 

... 

* Child  Population  (estimated)  8,000.  (Birth  to  age  15  years.) 
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Meteorology. 


The  Meteorological  Observator)^  is  at  Bold  Venture  Park  in  I. at.  53°  41' 
25  ' N.,  and  Lon.  2°  28'  32"  W.,  and  is  at  an  altitude  of  728  feet  above  mean 
sea  level. 


Observations  are  taken  twice  daily  at  9 a.m.  and  9 p.m. 


This  station  is  connected  with  the  Meteorological  Office,  and  is  called  a 
Normal  Climatological  Station.  A report,  giving  all  details  of  readings,  is 
sent  each  month  to  the  Meteorological  Office,  London. 


The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  is  1669,9  millimetres,  or  65.74  inches 
being  recorded  on  241  days  ; the  average  for  the  last  twenty  years  being 
56.35  inches.  The  greatest  monthly  fall  was  in  January  339.3  millimetres  ; 
and  the  lowest  in  May  31.0  mi'limetres.  The  greatest  daily  fall  was  43.2 
millimetres,  on  June  28th. 


The  total  sunshine  registered  on  271  days  during  the  year  was  1153.9 
hours,  the  average  for  twenty  years  is  1134.8  hours.  July  registered  the 
highest  monthly  total,  178.5  hours  ; and  December  the  lowest,  23.0  hours.  The 
highest  daily  reading  was  13.3  hours,  cn  June  2nd. 


The  mean  minimum  temperature  in  shade  was  40.9°,  the  Hverage  for 
the  last  twenty  years  is  40.7°.  The  lowest  monthly  mean  was  in  December, 
32.6°,  and  the  lowest  reading  for  the  year  24. 1°,  on  March  12th. 


The  maximum  wind  velocit}’  was  on  No\'eniber  23rd,  when  a West 
North-West  wind  was  blowing  at  the  rate  of  54  miles  per  hour. 


Seventeen  observations  of  snow,  17  observations  of  hail,  4 observations 
of  thunder,  thunderstorm  on  1 1 days,  32  ob.servations  of  mist,  61  ob.servations 
of  ground  frost,  13  observations  of  snow  lying,  19  observations  of  fog, 
1 observation  of  gale,  50  observations  of  dew,  and  2 observations  of  lightning. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  cliscoveretl  1555 

Letters  written  respecting  nuisances  252 

Informal  notices  served  1520 

Statutory  notices  served  390 

Number  of  re-inspections  2428 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  including  outstanding  nuisances  from 

previous  year  1064 

Number  of  premises  and  houses  visited  3235 

Number  of  houses  visited  (Housing  Regulations,  1925)  53 

Number  of  inspections  of  refuse  tips  53 

Number  of  inspections  of  schools,  etc 86 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  280 

Number  of  drains,  etc.,  tested  24 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken  54 

Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  204 

Number  of  inspections  of  Lodging  Houses  68 

Number  of  inspections  of  Bakehouses  160 

Number  of  inspections  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  71 

Number  of  samples  purchased  (Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts)  7 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  12fl 

Loads  of  Redding  disinfected  

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases  visits  158 
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Nuisances 


Defective  Drains  

Choked  Sewers  

Defective  Soil  Pipes,  and  W.C.’s 
,,  Koofs,  Downspouts  and 

Easing  Troughs  

Insanitary  Yards  

Diity  Houses  and  Premises  

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  tilosets  .. 

.\ccumulations  of  Refuse  

Nuisance  from  Animals 

Insanitary  Ashpits  

Broken  Ashtubs 

Ashtubs  withfHit  (Jovers 

Broken  Slop  Pipes  

Choked  Waste  VVater  Closets  ... 
Waste  Water  Closets  Converted 

to  Water  Closets 

Rooms  Insufficiently  Ventilated.. 

Dangerous  Buildings 

Burst  Water  Pipes  

Defective  Gas  Pipes  

Broken  Yard  Doors  

Defective  Washing  Boilers 

,,  Floors  

Insufficient  Water  Supply  

Defective  Walls  and  Ceilings  . 
Miscellaneous  Nuisances  


Tot.als 


Diacovered 

Notices 

Informal. 

Served. 

Statutory. 

Nuisances 

Abated. 

Nuisances 
remaining 
in  hand. 

•259 

259 

36 

198 

61 

10 

9 

• • • 

9 

1 

74 

73 

20 

55 

19 

450 

445 

186 

200 

250 

56 

56 

12 

30 

26 

89 

89 

10 

70 

19 

37 

37 

2 

30 

7 

145 

145 

10 

120 

25 

5 

5 

• • • 

5 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

11 

11 

• • • 

10 

1 

8 

8 

• • • 

6 

2 

90 

88 

22 

60 

30 

68 

68 

... 

68 

... 

26 

26 

... 

75 

75 

5*6 

43 

32 

38 

38 

• • 

38 

... 

22 

22 

* • • 

22 

• a • 

6 

5 

5 

• • • 

19 

19 

7 

12 

7 

2 

2 

2 

2 

• a a 

17 

17 

10 

16 

1 

18 

18 

18 

• a a 

23 

23 

16 

13 

10 

7 

7 

7 

i 

1 

1555 

15-20 

390 

1061. 

491 

During  the  year  150  forms  of  agreement  were  signed  b}’  owners  of 
property  for  Corporation  workmen  to  open  and  repair  choked  and  defective 
closets  and  other  drainage  work.  These  repairs,  etc.,  were  supervised  by 
your  officials.  Many  nuisances  were  abated  b}'  owners  and  occupiers  immedi- 
ately after  the  service  of  informal  notices.  In  390  cases  it  was  necessary 
to  serve  statutory  notices.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  cases 
but  the  work  was  done  and  the  summonses  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  December  31st,  1927  10363 

Number  of  new  dwellinghouses  certified  during  1928  77 

Less  number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  (in  Bury  Street  Areal 

during  the  year  17 

Less  one  house  closed  in  1 ockholes  Road  1 

— 59 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  December  31st,  1928  10422 
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In  regard  to  the  work  done  under  tlie  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925,  full  particidars  are  recorded  on  pages  22,  23  and  24. 


DIRTY  HOUSES. 

In  the  monthlx’  reports  submitted  to  the  Committee,  particulars  were 
given  of  certain  houses  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  town  which  were  found 
to  be  in  a very  dirty  condition.  Informal  and  statutory  notices  were  served 
upon  the  occupiers,  and  c'eansing  was  ultimately  done  satisfactorily. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LOOCINCS. 

Reports  were  submitted  respecting  rooms  situated  over  eight  separ- 
ate shops  being  let  off  in  lodgings  to  different  families. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  visits  were  paid  to  houses  where  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  had  been  reported,  a thorough  examination  of  each  of 
the  houses  was  made,  defects  in  the  drainage,  etc.,  were  caused  to  be  remedied 
as  quickl}'  as  [lossible.  Fifty-four  patients  were  removed  under  our  super- 
vision to  Bull  Hill  Hospital. 


The  rooms  previously  occupied  b_v  the  patients  were  disinfected.  During 
the  year  139  rooms  were  fumigated  and  126  loads  of  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected 
A complete  list  of  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  variou.s 
wards  is  given  on  page  33. 

Owing  to  outbreaks  of  Smallpox  in  districts  adjacent  to  and  withm 
easy  aci'pss  of  Darwen,  a sharp  outlook  was  maintained,  particularly  at  the 
Afunicipal  Model  Lodging  House  where  vagrants  often  reside  when  visiting 
the  town.  Persons  known  to  have  been  in  contact  were  kept  under  observa- 
tion for  a definite  period. 

BLACK  SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

Fifty-four  observations  were  taken,  each  of  one  hour’s  duration, 
the  average  emission  of  B ack  .Smoke  per  liour  lieing  3.22  minutes,  and  many 
visits  were  paid  to  mill  boiler  houses  when  suggestions  were  made  to  the 
firemen  with  a view  tc  reducing  the  amount  of  black  smoke  emitted. 
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The  following  time  limit  is  in  force  in  the  Borough — 

One,  two  or  three  boilers  ...  5 minutes’  Black  Smoke  per  hou'<'. 

Four  or  more  boilers  7 minutes  Black  Smoke  per  houi. 

In  seven  instanc'es  the  time  limit  was  exceeded  and  the  occupiers  of 
the  respective  mills  were  cautioned. 

Statutory  notices  were  served.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
in  one  instance  and  subsequently  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

Advantage  has  again  been  taken  of  the  mills  being  closed  owing  to 
trade  depression  and  holidays,  etc.,  to  carry  out  repairs  of  boilers,  econo- 
misers, stokers,  etc.  Owing  to  trade  depression  several  mills  have  been 
closed  for  varying  periods  during  the  year  and  other  mills  have  provided 
partial  employment  only. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

Two  hundred  and  four  visits  were  paid  to  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
and  160  Bakehouses  were  visited.  A statement  of  the  improvements  made 
and  the  work  done  is  recorded  on  pages  42  and  43. 

TRIPERIES,  ETC. 

Two  tripe  dressing  firms  occupy  premises  in  the  Corporation  buildings 
adjacent  to  the  Pig  Abbattoir  in  James  Street  West.  The  work  is  carried  out 
efficiently,  the  greatest  possible  care  is  exercised  to  avoid  effluvia  nuisances. 
The  waste  material  is  burnt.  One  gut  scraper  carries  out  the  preliminary 
part  of  his  work  in  separate  premises  situated  at  the  Public  Abbattoirs.  The 
casings  are  sent  out  of  town  to  be  scraped,  etc.  There  was  no  cause  for 
complaint  duringi  the  year. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1875  TO  1907. 

During  the  year  seven  sainjiles  of  milk  were  purchased  and  forwarded 
to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination.  All  proved  to  be  genuine. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  were  75  cowkeepers  on  the  register  in  1928,  and  116  Retail 
Purveyors  of  Milk  including  cowkeepers.  Approximately  there  are  956  cows 
in  the  Borough.  There  are  man}'  ])urve3'ors  of  milk  whose  farms  are  situated 
without  the  Borough.  J he  water  supplies  of  the  farms  and  dairies  have  been 
carefully  watched  and  attention  paid  to  the  cleaning  of  shippons,  dairies, 
utensils,  etc. 
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At  one  farm  a new  dairy  was  built,  the  shipp^n  entirely  reinodellecJ, 
repaved,  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  the  ceiling  raised. 

At  another  farm  a thorough  reconstruction  of  the  shippon  was  under- 
taken. 


In  four  other  instances  the  shipjion  floors  were  relaid  in  concrete  and 
additional  windows  and  ventilators  fixed. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  reconstruction  work  was  well  in  hand  at  many 
other  farms. 

One  dairyman  was  found  selling  milk  from  an  open  churn  in  a shop,  a 
procedure  in\olving  a possible  source  of  danger  to  health. 

In  accordance  with  statutory  requirements  the  occupier  of  the  premises 
was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Health  Committee  and  was  subsequently 
removed  from  the  register  and  ceased  selling  milk  on  the  premises. 

The  cow  keepers  and  milk  sellers  have  been  kept  informed  of  the 
various  regulations  and  orders  in  force  and  cojiies  of  circulars  issued  b\’  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  relating  to  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  Anthra.x,  etc.,  have 
been  supplied.  Where  important  alterations  to  shippons  were  necessary 
copies  of  Circular  No.  40  respecting  construction  of  shippons  were  distributed 
to  the  owners  and  occupiers. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  various  mill  owners,  farmers,  etc.,  now  e.xercise  constant  vigilance 
and  a great  many  more  cats  are  being  kept.  During  the  tear  poisoned  bah 
was  placed  in  selected  and  suitable  places  known  to  be  infested,  with  satis- 
factor}-  results.  In  some  infested  buildings  the  drains  were  found  to  be 
faulty,  giving  rodents  access  to  the  buildings.  These  were  remedied  as 
soon  as  possible. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Rivers  and  streams  are  inspected  periodical!}’.  A report  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  river  bed,  etc.,  was  presented  to  the  Committee. 

OTHER  MATTERS. 

At  each  monthly  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee,  in  addition  to  the 
jjrinted  report,  detailed  tx’pewritten  statements  hn\e  been  submitted  respecting 
work  done  during  the  period  under  review. 


53 


INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Many  inspections  of  the  Elementary  and  Central  Schoo's  were  made 
particularly  during  vacations,  viz.,  Easter,  Mid-Summer  and  Christmas,  to 
survey  the  buildings  and  ascertain  if  the  cleaning  had  been  done  m accordance 
with  your  requirements,  as  issued  prior  to  each  x'acation  by  Mr.  Eretherick, 
Secretary  of  Education.  On  the  whole  the  cleaning  was  efficiently  done. 
Defects  in  buildings,  means  of  \entilation,  drainage,  and  pavement  of  yards 
were  referred  tc  the  Education  Secretary  for  attention.  Man}’  defects  were 
remedied.  At  four  schools  the  internal  walls,  ceilings,  etc. , were  distempered 
and  the  woodwork  painted.  At  two  other  schools  the  floors  of  schoolroom 
were  reconstructed  and  maple  lioards  laid.  In  two  other  instances  gas 
fittings  were  removed  and  electric  light  w'ires,  etc.,  substituted. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  present  during  many  of  the 
inspections. 

MODEL  LODCINC  HOUSE. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  of  0.77  per  numth  in  the 
number  of  lodgers  when  compared  with  1927.  This  is  the  only  common 
lodging  house  in  the  town,  a distinct  advantage  from  a public  health  stand- 
point. I frequently  visited  the  house,  often  in  the  evening  after  the  lodgers 
had  retired  to  rest,  when  the  cubicles  occupied  were  checked  and  the  books 
examined. 

The  follow’ing  Table  shows  the  dail}/  average  number  of  occupants  for 


each  month  during  the  last  1 

0 years- 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

Jan 

. 59.12 

70.20 

94.51 

80.61 

91.29 

82.00 

108.64 

90.96 

88.58 

78.80 

Feb 

. 57.90 

81.30 

92.03 

80.25 

93.03 

81.34 

111.39 

88.32 

88.67 

85.62 

March  .. 

. 59.90 

79.30 

90.58 

80.15 

86.90 

84.39 

110.93 

95.74 

87.19 

8^.77 

April 

. 64.27 

91.60 

89.16 

87.26 

87.43 

97.50 

119.83 

95.53 

84-20 

84.00 

May  

. 68.70 

93.30 

79.16 

91.41 

86.35 

98.96 

118.94 

98.29 

81.08 

77.90 

June  

. 72.00 

101.83 

78.86 

83.96 

83.53 

97.20 

109.13 

94.20 

84.00 

86.20 

July  

. 67.24 

100.12 

76.77 

83.45 

73.25 

94.64 

98.41 

97.48 

80.42 

88.32 

August  .. 

. 69.23 

106.00 

76.51 

8.3.16 

80.64 

98.83 

104.35 

86.69 

82.00 

78  51 

Sept 

. 71.24 

95.16 

69.63 

82.00 

77.43 

96.46 

99.63 

86.46 

76.40 

78.06 

October. 

. 74.17 

89.05 

67.90 

81.16 

75.51 

99.48 

96.00 

89.22 

77.00 

77.51 

Nov 

. 71.70 

84.60 

72.83 

80.13 

73.26 

104.9 

96.50 

92.36 

80.43 

83.06 

Dec 

. 68.15 

88.79 

81.22 

86.38 

78.03 

108,8 

94.32 

90.93 

75.00 

88.48 

Average.. 

. 66.97 

90.02 

80.76 

83.32 

82.22 

95.37 

105.67 

91.34 

82.08 

82.85 

The  daily  average  number  of  female  lodgers  for  1928  was  15.53  as 
against  13.00  during  1927. 
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INSPECTION  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINCS. 

The  Cinemas,  Clubs  and  other  public  buildings  were  regularly  visited 
and  the  sanitary  conveniences,  etc.,  examined.  Many  repairs  were  effected. 

CLOSET  CONVERSIONS. 

One  pail  closet  and  26  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to  the 
water  carriage  system. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

All  animals  were  killed  at  the  Public  Abattoirs  where  there  is  ample 
lairage  and  slaughtering  accommodation.  Strict  superxision  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year  the  slaughtering  was  done  as  expeditiously  and  humanely 
as  possible,  a Temple-Cox  captive  bolt  humane  killer  being  used  for  very 
large  beasts  and  pigs. 

Animals  passing  through  the  Abattoirs  were  carefully  examined  before 
and  after  slaughter.  The  quality  of  meat  has  been  of  a uniformly  high 
standard.  Consignments  of  fresh  meat  have  been  received  from  Birkenhead, 
Bolton,  Blackburn,  Wilpshire,  etc.  Many  visits  have  been  paid  to  the 
butchers  shops  of  which  there  are  about  60  in  the  Borough.  A sharp  outlook 
has  been  maintained  to  see  that  the  orders  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  were  obeyed.  It  was  found  necessary  to  caution  a few 
persons  for  careless  handling  and  wrapping  of  meat. 

The  continued  depression  in  the  staple  trade  of  the  district  has  con- 
siderably affected  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  .although  the  total 
weight  of  meat  sold  is  in  advance  of  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  : — 

NUMBER  OF  CATTLE  SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE  ABATTOIRS. 


BEASTS. 

SHEEP  AND 
LAMBS 

CALVES 

PIGS 

TOTAL 

1927 

1928 

1927 

1928 

1927 

1928 

1927 

1928 

1927 

1928 

[anuary  . ... 

139 

136 

785 

835 

1 

3 

37 

32 

963 

1006 

February  .... 

122 

120 

736 

066 

2 

14 

25 

37 

884 

1137 

March  

120 

173 

752 

1173 

4 

0 

42 

30 

918 

1396 

A])ril 

144 

129 

101.3 

796 

2 

10 

6 

22 

1165 

957 

May  

112 

133 

849 

960 

1 

2 

26 

13 

988 

1108 

June  

July  

•August  

108 

160 

910 

1282 

0 

3 

3 

0 

1021 

1445 

114 

90 

1052 

Oil 

4 

7 

1 

2 

1171 

1010 

114 

134 

972 

1145 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1090 

1285 

September 

October 

112 

146 

050 

1335 

1 

5 

24 

12 

1096 

1498 

164 

146 

1243 

1057 

13 

9 

43 

77 

1463 

1289 

November 

136 

150 

1076 

090 

25 

2 

62 

52 

1299 

1203 

December 

164 

164 

1108 

1012 

5 

3 

124 

128 

1401 

1307 

'Fotal 

1540 

1681 

11455 

12471 

61 

i 

o 

00 

394 

409 

13459 

14641 

65 


During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  slaughter  several  animahs 
after  the  usual  hours,  either  during  evenings  or  week-ends.  I w’as  present 
at  the  Ab,batbirs  on  these  occasions.  Visits  to  farms  were  also  necessary 
prior  to  removal  of  animals  to  the  Abattoirs. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE. 

During  periods  of  the  year,  the  Borough  was  a scheduled  area,  and 
movement  of  animals  was  only  allowed  under  license  and  although  no  cases 
v/eie  reported  in  the  Borough,  cattle  were  kept  under  observation  and  slaugh- 
tered within  the  prescribed  period. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  (TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925). 

There  were  five  notifications  received  during  the  year.  The  Borough 
Veterinary  Surgeon  was  accompanied  by  your  Inspectors  when  the  respective 
farms  were  visited.  All  cattle  were  examined  and  the  suspected  cows 
removed  to  the  Public  Abattoir,  slaughtered  and  examined.  In  each  case 
the  diagnosis  proved  to  be  correct. 

The  carcases  were  sent  to  the  destructor. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  and  destroyed  during  the  year 


was  10,248  lbs.,  as  follows  : — 

Weight  Condemned 
Whole  Parts  of 

Number  Examined.  Cause.  Carcases.  Carcases. 

Beasts.  Sheep.  Calves.  Pigs.  Lb«.  Lbs. 

5.. .  — ...  — ...  — Tuberculosis  2550 

38  ...  — ...  — ...  — Tuberculosis  2811 

— ...  — ...  — ...  3 Tuberculosis  78 

— ...  — ...  — ...  1 Emaciated  and  Dropsical  129 

— ...  8...  — ...  — Asphyxiated  263 

1.. .  — ...  — ...  — Septicaemia  520 

— ...  — ...  — ...  1 Hepatitis  160 

1 ...  — ...  — ...  — Traumatic  Pericarditis  70 

3.. .  — ...  — ...  ^ — Actinomycosis  107 

— •...  — ...  — ...  1 Rickets  60 

— ...  2...  — ...  — Unsound  55 

2.. .  1 ...  — ...  — Abscesses  95 

2 ...  4...  — ...  — Injuries  I73 

2...  — ...  — ...  — Unsound  Chilled  Beef  204 

320  ...  256  ...  2 ...  30  Fluky  and  Diseased  Livers  and 

other  organs,  etc.,  and  bruised 

meat  2973 


3737  6511 


Total  weight  in  lbs,  condemned,  10,248. 

In  addition  40  ('rates  containing  1,200  lettuces  and  112  lbs.  of  potatecr 
were  condemned  and  destroyed. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 


A sharp  outlook  was  maintained  over  the  various  articles  of  food  offered 
for  sale  for  human  consumption  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  were  kept 
under  observation. 

Many  visits  were  paid  to  Fried  Fish,  Chipped  Potato,  and  Tripe  Shops. 

The  Wet  Fish  Shops  also  received  attention,  the  offal  being  removed 
daily  to  the  destructor. 


REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE  AND  CLEANSING. 

The  whole  of  the  work  in  this  department  is  done  by  your  own  work- 
men. The  house  refuse  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  town  is  collected 
and  dep>osited  at  the  Destructor  by  motor,  the  rest  of  the  ashes  removal  is 
done  by  team  labour,  involving  the  employment  of  six  horses  and  carts  and 
drivers,  and  14  men  loaders.  The  house  refuse  is  incinerated  in  the  Meldiums 
Destructor  which  is  situated  in  the  Electricity  Works  Yard. 

All  tins  are  sorted  from  the  refuse,  pressed  and  sold. 


There  are  12  dry  ashpits  and  10,916  portable  refuse  receptacles,  the* 
majority  of  which  are  ashes  tubs.  The  latter  are  now  being  gradually 
replaced  with  portable  galvanised  bins  provided  with  lids. 


The  following  is  a summary 
December  31st,  1928 — 


of  work  done  from  January  1st  to 
Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 


House  Refuse  to  Destructor  12,594 

Market  Garbage  to  Destructor  187 

12,781 


10  ...  3 

6 ...  0 

16  3 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Clinkers  Removed  by  Motor  from  Destructor  5160  0 0... 

Sweepings  to  Various  Tips  

Sweepings  Deposited  by  Handcarts  at  Destructor  

Gully  Wreck  to  Various  Tips  

Street  Gullies  Emptied  


1032  Loads. 


2278 


2082 

945 


25476 
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Length  of  Streets  Swept  by  Hand  

Excreta  to  Sewage  Works  

Excreta  f’ails  Emptied  

Ashes  Tubs  Emptied  

Ashpits  Emptied  

Water  Deposited  on  Streets  

Snow  Removed  from  Streets  

Ashes  Tubs  and  Dust  Bins  Added  during  the  Year 
Dust  Bins  Exchanged  for  Ashes  Tubs  


2776|  Miles. 
471  Loads. 
8193 


360172 

680 

221  Loads 
12  ,, 
88 
38 


The  14  Public  Urinals  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  are 
cleaned  ever}'  day. 


I am,  Gentleman, 

Yours  obediently, 

C.  R.  WALSH, 

Senior  Sanitar\-  InspectOT . 
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